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Report to Police and Crime Panel 
Friday 26 April 2013.

Strategic Policing Requirement

Section 77 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 requires the Home Secretary to issue a strategic policing requirement (SPR). Police and crime commissioners and chief constables are required to have regard to the SPR in exercising their respective roles.

The SPR focuses on those areas where government has a responsibility for ensuring that sufficient capabilities are in place to respond to serious and cross-boundary criminality and in support of the work of national agencies such as the National Crime Agency. The SPR does not cover areas where chief constables and police and crime commissioners are able to make effective local risk assessments.

The SPR sets out the Home Secretary’s view of the national threats that the police must address and the appropriate national policing capabilities that are required to counter those threats. These threats are terrorism, organised crime, public disorder, civil emergencies and cyber threats. They stretch from the local to the national and require a response that is rooted in local policing, with local forces playing their part on the local, the regional and the national stage.
The Home Secretary published the SPR in July 2012, and this is attached for information as Appendix A.
West Yorkshire Police and Crime Plan 2013-18
Local, regional and national threats, risks and harm are tackled is one of five key outcomes contributing the Police and Crime Commissioner’s vision that West Yorkshire communities are safer and feel safer.

The Police and Crime Commissioner sets out in the Police and Crime Plan the underlying issues that cause threat, risk and harm to communities that need to be tackled.  This includes at page 19 a specific section on Collaborating, delivering in partnership and responding to national threats, which set out the high level direction to the Chief Constable which the PCC will hold him accountable for delivery against.

The Police and Crime Commissioner has made commitments to work in partnership with other agencies to ensure the threats posed locally and nationally are tackled in the most effective and efficient way to minimise serious harm in our communities.

Appendix B – relevant section from the Police and Crime Plan (reference is page 19)
Collaborating, delivering in partnership and responding to national threats

Some threats and risks can only

be dealt with effectively by

drawing together the resources

and expertise of people regionally

or across the country. Good

examples are counter-terrorism

work, activity to tackle serious

organised crime and people who

use the internet to commit crimes

against people and businesses.

While you may not always see the

impact locally of work undertaken

by the police and partners at a

national level, it does not mean

that this work is not keeping you

safe locally. West Yorkshire is well

equipped and experienced in

tackling many of these aspects of

policing and others often rely on

us to help them.





The Strategic Policing

Requirement sets out what, in the

Home Secretary’s view, are the

national threats that the police and

partners must address. The

threats are organised crime,

terrorism and extremism, public

order, civil emergencies and a

major cyber incident. It also sets

out the resources and skills police

force’s need in order to fulfil their

obligations under it. My role is to

ensure I consider this requirement

when setting priorities and when

considering resource decisions for

West Yorkshire Police, to ensure

that we are in a position to make

an effective contribution as part of

the wider police service should the

need arise.
Item 10





When it comes to policing and crime, no single organisation is big enough or wealthy enough to go it alone. I will consider all realistic options for collaborating with others to ensure better value for the people of West Yorkshire, and to seek strong public sector delivery of those services.


I will make sure that major crime which impacts nationally and locally on the public of West Yorkshire is tackled.


I will make sure that we have the right resources and people to tackle national threats such as terrorism, serious public disorder, organised crime, major cyber incidents and civil emergencies. I will work with local authorities and planning agencies to make sure we are prepared for the national risks, threats and harm set out by the Home Secretary in the Strategic Policing Requirement.
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